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Before Workshop & Project, Start the Way

When COVID-19 hit the world hard, Sulju and Joey visited the website of the
ARTE and saw an announcement that it would recruit the 2021 Asia TA Work-
shop’ in November 2021. It was fascinating opportunity to us: the workshop

with Asian teaching artists.

So, we applied without hesitation and was selected. At that time, Jaa Pantachat
of Thailand was the leader of our team, and six other people have joined (to our
team) from different Asian regions. At that time Sulju and Joey met for the first
time and discussed about the issue of Asian women. It became the beginning of

the Solidarity College project.
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April, We can do everything

In April, Sulju visited ARTE website and
saw the ‘Call for proposals for 2022 Asia
Teaching Artist Exchange Workshop and
Joint Project’. She contacted Joey after
saw that because Sulju and Joey made
promise to “let us do some Art Project

together someday.”

Joey accepted Sulju’s offer and share
her determination that “We can do

everything.”

The project plan is to hold an art work-
shop “In Solidarity - Surrealist Collage
and Writing”, where the two artists
who live in Singapore and South Korea,
conduct research focusing on differenc-
es between their communities and cul-
tures, discuss the future of Asian women,

and hold an art workshop.
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The workshop consisted with a time to
discuss the stereotypes, expectations,
and roles of women in society, learn
about surrealism collage and talk about
the connection with unconscious ex-

pressions.

Final project results were decided to be
a book and video about the workshop.
The goal of this workshop and project
was to allow participants to discuss the
topic of Asian women through artistic
experiences in a comfortable environ-
ment, and to provide opportunities to
imagine, create and collaborate on their

own through various activities.
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May, dreams come true

We held online meeting at least twice a
week to figure out how to improve the
workshop. First, we made a recruitment
form for the workshop. After we re-
ceived basic personal information of the
participants, we made a contact network
and planned basic workshop program

contents and locations.
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As the day we can meet each other
in person become closer, everything
seemed unbelievable. It was like a mira-
cle. During our online meeting, we were
very excited about the day we will meet

in Singapore.
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June, Sulju go to Singapore

From June 27th to July 4th, Sulju stayed in Singapore. From the day | arrived, we held
meetings every night to prepare for the workshop and organize the project.Ve want-
ed to deliver as many art experiences for the participants as possible.VWe want them
to experience the workshop’s theme we made, ‘In Solidarity - Surrealist Collage and
Writing’, a co-creation process that explores the personal narratives and aspirations
of Singaporean and South Korean women through surrealist collage works and writing
with the theme of solidarity. In Singapore, the workshop participants were women
between the ages of 18 and 65, and their occupations included storytellers, nurses,
lawyers, and art administrators. As the workshop progress, people of different age

groups and occupations have gathered.We got curious about what their lives are.

The workshop consisted of three parts. First, an excerpt from “Ji-Young Kim, born in
1982”, was read and discussed.We were curious about how Korean women would be
seen in Singaporean women’s eye, and we compare each other’s life. The interesting
part was they already read the book and it was already a bestseller in Singapore.Also,
they have South Korean friends or have visited South Korea often, and they knew a
lot about South Korean culture. Thus, we were able to conduct a discussion easily.
Hearing their passionate voices was intriguing. From the conversation, we understood

that they had experienced different types of discrimination and difficulties from Korea.

Second, participants were given an opportunity to share their stories and experiences
through a surrealistic collage. (a) We introduced artists such as Dali and Frida Kahlo,
famous surrealist artists. (b) We also prepared an environment for the participants
that they can work comfortably. The participants enjoyed the environment, and they
worked more than we expected and drew various results as their hearts called. It was
a happy and grateful moment for us as well. (c) Ve also went through the process

of explaining their results, especially because they are gathered from all different age
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groups and roles such as ‘Grandmother’, ‘mom’, ‘wife’, job’, etc. In the process, we
talked that we just wanted to live as ourselves and discussed about the importance of

women’s solidarity as well.

Third, participants had a writing workshop and instructed to create an article based
on a collage work using any artistic method they want to express themselves, such
as Japanese haiku or poetry.They wrote their piece using various techniques such as
diagrams, songs, and poems.After having some time to listen to people’s work togeth-
er, we realized once again how precious our solidarity was.The whole process of the
workshop, from the beginning to the end, was a grateful experience. ‘How will the
collection of these records come out as a book? What will | look like after that?’.Also,
the result was very successful too. After the workshop, many emails from participants
impressed me. Some said they had a workshop with their children at home. | want to
meet the people again and say let’s continue solidarity movement, etc.

| felt that the Asian Teaching Artist Workshop will not end here.There will be time to
build a solidarity movement again in Korea.We are going to prepare and are looking
forward to it. Preparing the workshop, from preparation to the result wasn’t easy but

the process was filled with joy.
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July, Focus on work everyday

We plan to create a workshop again in Korea after spending dreamy time together in
Singapore. Surely our relationship has changed before and after we met in person.VVe
talked over the phone every day to ask how each other is doing and starts to have more
online meetings. As such, we spent a lot of time meeting in person and drew our dream

as a female artist duo.Also, we made more time to work together to study Asian women.

(Transition needed such as: Next is the book we have discussed during the study)

The book was titled “SELFHOOD, ARTISTHOOD, MOTHERHOOD.” The reason why
we picked up this book was simple, because its contents remind us of the workshop in Sin-
gapore.The book is the story of a female artist.VWe were surprised how she could protect
the identity as mother, artist,and member of the family at the same time.The book ended

with encouragement to the readers that “you can also do it”.

(In the book) They abandoned their own selfish desire, devoted themselves, and helped

each other to raise their child well.

When she got a child, many new difficult incidents that she never imagined came to her.
However, she did not give up and continue to live as a successful artist.
Now the female artists in this book have become our role models.After reading the book,

we promised not to lose our identity as an artist as we have now.
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Aug, Joey go to Singapore

Getting ready for the workshop was interesting. The participants of the workshop were
all young women. It was different from Singapore which had a wide age range, and | was

excited to find out the similarities and differences in the topics that were discussed.

It turned out that the workplace and career were topics that were brought to the surface
— and naturally so, since they are at an age where a lot of time is spent at their workplace,
building a career and interacting with workmates. They discussed relationships between

employees and employers and workplace sexism.
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Joey’s Episode 1. With Ajin
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Joey's Episode 2. Feminist
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Sep, Run Cry Music

Since Joey left Korea, we thought a lot about how to achieve the solidarity of Asian women
from now on. Often, we missed the times that we were able to talk each other directly. In
doing so, we started to feel a lot of stress and pressure as each of us must live alone in our
own country as an artist. So, we talked to each other and decided that if we feel stressed,
we will run, cry, or listen to music to overcome those hard moments.That’s how we spent

our September: run, cry,and music.
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Oct, Can we be safe?

A few days ago, | read on the BBC about the death of a young woman in Seoul, stabbed to
death in the train station toilet by a man who was about to be sentenced the next day for
stalking her. | remembered seeing posters outside the train station toilets warning about

voyeurism while in Seoul, but this was something else altogether.

Ten years ago, while in travelling and working in India, | was terrified after hearing about
a young woman who was gang-raped and beaten while on the bus. | would aim to finish
dinner early in the midst of a Delhi winter; run home if | knew the sun was going to set
before | got back and not set foot outside for the day once it got dark. | considered the
various crimes on women from all around the world, from voyeurism to rape to murder,

and wondered when it would end.
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Nov. Have a new dream
Sulju’s Essay

| vividly remember the moment | arrived at Changi Airport in Singapore after having six
and half hour flight from Incheon International Airport in South Korea. It was a blessing
that we, who met online at the Asian Teaching Artist Workshop through the Public Rela-
tions International Cooperation Team of the KOREA ARTS & CULTURE EDUCATION
SERVICE in 2021, could have a chance to meet in person in 2022.

During the Asian Teaching Artist Workshop and Joint Project, | often questioned myself
that,“Am | really a talented teaching artist?”’.When | was working as a teaching artist, what
| really wanted inside my mind was finding myself. When | met Singaporean people, | felt

great joy that could not be compared with anything else while communicating with them.

Standing alone as an artist may look nice on the surface because it is a path different from
others. However, it was a lonely and harsh path as it required a lot of endurance and pa-

tience. Perhaps that’s why many artists around me decided to quit while working.

Thankfully, | met Joey who always will be with me somewhere on Earth, and now | can
even try my dream of opening a new door for Asian female artists. Indeed, | think being

able to write this at the end of the book also is miracle.

Above all, | am grateful for everyone who participated in our workshop and worked hard
for the solidarity of Asian women.The past 10 years of wandering around the world to
find what | really want has been rewarding.And most of all, | would like to thank the ARTS
& CULTURE EDUCATION SERVICE for teaching me about the job of a teaching artist.
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Joey’s Essay

When Sulju and | first dreamed up this project early this year, we had not met in person
yet. We first got to know each other, alongside other female artists from the region, at
the Asia Teaching Artist (ASIATA) Exchange Workshop organised by the Korea Arts and
Culture Education Service (KACES) online in late 2021.What | appreciated about the

programme was being able to connect with like-minded and passionate individuals.

A few months down the road, Sulju and | got back in touch to think of how art could fur-
ther our conversation on feminism, rights and lives of women, something we had discussed
with others last year. Ve felt that developing an art workshop for women would provide
a valuable, creative and hands-on opportunity to learn and hear more about each other’s

lived experiences.

What you are reading now is a result of our joint curiosity and the artistic outcomes of

women in Singapore and Korea.

In Singapore, popular points of discussion included difficult mother-daughter-in-law rela-
tionships, education for women as a way of empowerment, and fathers as allies. In Seoul,
where the participants were all young women in their 20s, their concerns were mostly ca-
reer and workplace related. Participants came together to share their anecdotes through

excerpts that they could empathise with.

Online, in-person and outside of the workshops, Sulju and | had time to contemplate
the concerns, continuities and change in the lives of women in both societies. In largely
homogenous Korea, the conversation of intersectionality would differ from that of multi-
cultural Singapore.Aesthetics are paramount in Korea, and it reflected in the care and time
spent by the participants in their delicate collage details. In Singapore, participants spent

more time contributing and listening to elaborate and expressive stories.
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We are grateful for the support that KACES provided us from the beginning, sparking the
collaboration and friendship between Sulju and I.When we finally met in Singapore mid

this year, it was as though as we had already known and worked for a long, long time.

Working towards this publication, it has been worthwhile learning more about the ur-
gencies, lives, and stories of women in Singapore and Korea. Together, we hope for more
discussions, efforts and measures on bridging gaps and advancement opportunities for

women in both societies through the arts.
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